




Unlike the firmly secure fence enclosing the White House site, the 

affective sphere of operative 
spatiality is forever in a 
process of renewing, responsive to 
continually changing contexts.  How is one, then, to map out a 
‘spatial’ description (a limit condition) within the ever-fluctuating 
realm of affectivity the White House generates?

One cannot ‘map’ out the affective architecture of the White House 
with any sort of geographic or territorial integrity, for affect cannot 
be reduced to a universal, topographic perspective. What can, 
however, be useful for such a ‘virtual renovation’ of affective 

operations, is to examine the architecture by 
way of which modes of 
affectivity are produced.
The ‘site’ of renovation is thus wholly displaced from existing 
territorial confines, to the architecture of the organizational, and 
the ‘spatiality’ of Executive presence. Such managerial 
architecture is determined by legal documents and Executive 
Orders which govern the scope of operative possibilites 
emanating from the White House and departments under its 
authority.   

The instantiation and outlining of the Executive Branch can be found in 

Article II of the Constitution, 5 years before Hoban 
won the architectural competition to build the “Executive Mansion”.  It is, of course, well 
known that this document, representing “The People” resides at the top of the chain of 
command in US governance; the President taking an oath to uphold and protect its 

values. Article II, as such, functions as an 
initial delimiter of modes of executive 
‘presence’. The underlying border 
condition over the affective 
architecture of the executive 
being purely textual.

Unlike most Constitutions, the US version cannot be 
textually altered; words cannot be swapped, updated or deleted.  
The Amendment process is long and arduous and designed to be so, however there 
does exist a much more expeditious process, denoted as an 

“Informal Amendment”, 
wherein the text of the 
Constitution is re-interpreted 
within a current historical 
context, therefore changing its meaning.  The Informal 
Amendment is a process of 

re-contextualization of the 
existent, leading to a 
re-constitution of 
signification, an un-formal overhaul of definition by way of 

Semantic renovation.

Article II of the Constitution is but one “guiding” principal of White House operations, but 
does not outline the day-to-day functions of the domain.  The expanded Executive, as 

we know it today, namely, The Executive Office of the 
President was instantiated by The Re-Organization 
Act of 1939, under the F. D. Roosevelt Administration. Under the (partial) 
advice of the Brownlow Committee (1937), the era of the “Managerial Presidency” was 
ushered in, broadening the scope of Executive branch capacities (size and authority).  
Since 1939, with Re-Organization Plan I & II, several other Re-Organization Plans have 

been enacted, thereby composing the 
Managerial landscape of the 
Executive Domain. Unlike the Constitution, the 

Executive Orders, under which such Re-organization 

plans are enacted, can be ‘deleted’ and 
textually modified - thus a lexical 
renovation is possible. 

‘Thinking renovation’, in the case of Affective 

Operational Architecture, comes by way of 

lexical/semantical 
re-constitution.  The ‘materiality’ of this 

alteration is conceptual and textual; forever pliable for changing 
relational conditions. From this substantial perspective, the ‘redux’ of the 

White House progresses through the re-mapping of the 
virtual perimeter, the ‘operative site’, delimited 
by textual boundaries.  The collateral effect of such an 
un-formal approach and implementation, re-contextualizes the physical architecture, 
re-affecting its forms for symbolic reflection.

The following map outlines the the scope and overlap of two such guiding documents of 
White House Operability (Article II of the Constitution & Executive Order 8248). The 
‘territory’ of Article II: indicates where a Semantic Renovation is more likely, whereas 
the ‘territory’ of E.O. 8248 indicates where a combination of Semantic and Lexical 
renovation can occur.

3. RESITUATING THE WHITE HOUSE SITE OF REDUX

We the People,

*one prime example being that of the ‘extended’ vote

Executive Order 8248
Establishing the divisions of  the Executive Office of  the 
President and defining their functions and duties - Sept. 8, 1939
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5. CREATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF POESIS AND SEMANTIKOS

EXECUTIVE ORDER XXXXX
CREATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF POESIS 
AND SEMANTIKOS (DOPAS)

With our affective textual territory sketched out 
(Featuring Actors, Actions, adjectives and adverbs), a 
Department must be created in order to properly 
intervene upon, and re-architect the affective operative ‘site’. According to the 
Executive Order(s) outlining the functions of the Executive Office of the 
President, the President has the authority to open divisions “...in the event of a 
national emergency, or threat of a national emergency, such office for 
emergency management as the President shall determine.”  The immense 
global affect articulated from the premises of the White House domain coupled 
with an overwhelming domestic and foreign disapproval of its functions, today, 
constitutes at very least a threat to the regime of populism. It is the 
recommendation of this report to constitute, by way of Executive Order, the 
founding of the Department of Poesis and Semantikos (DOPAS), in order to 
re-affect the textual territory from which largely unpopular affect is 
architected.

The Department shall work with several existing departments, and be largely 
responsible for the renovation of affective possibilities delimited by the textual 
perimeter in which White House operations are situated. The DOPAS shall be 
staffed by Poets, Philosophers of Language, Latin Speakers, English/Spanish 
Linguists and Legal advisors, with the task of both a) Informally amending 
Article II of the Constitution on an ongoing basis by way of semantic 
re-interpretation; and b) lexical re-articulation of Executive 
Orders/Proclamations.  The task of DOPAS is to continually re-draw the 
boundary conditions of White House extra-territoriality, by way of operative 
delimiters existing as text.

DOPAS LOGO

For seamless integration within the sphere of the 
Executive Office of the President, the DOPAS 
logo shall conform to similar standards as in the 
logos of other Departments. Logo specifics are 
described below:

First Latin Alphabet

Eagle gazing at alphabet

Lyre (symbolic object of Apollo, God of poetry)

Three Arrows (Defensive possibilities of 
language reform, 3 to symbolize the Trivium 
of Artes Liberales)

Three Disciplines of the Trivium:
Grammatica, Rethorica and Dialectica




